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About the presenter: Howard B. Levine is a member of the Psychoanalytic Institute of New England, East
(PINE) and the Contemporary Freudian Society, a former member of the IPA Board, on the editorial Board of the
IJP and Psychoanalytic Inquiry and in private practice in Brookline, Massachusetts. He has authored many
articles, book chapters, and reviews on psychoanalytic process and technique, intersubjectivity and the
treatment of primitive personality disorders. He is the editor-in-chief of the newly created Routledge Wilfred
Bion Studies Book Series and is seeking the nomination to run for President of the IPA.
Practice Gap/Need and Course Description: The concept of “trauma,” so central to Freud’s (1895b)
original formulations of hysteria, continues to occupy a problematic place in psychoanalysis and for analysts and
psychoanalytic psychotherapist. This paper re-examines Freud’s concept of trauma and some of its implications
for analytic process when viewed from the perspective of his theory of psychic representation as it has been
advanced and extended by contemporary authors influenced by the work of Bion, Winnicott, Green and the
Paris School of Psychosomatics. Thus, in assessing the consequences of any experience or interaction, trauma
can be measured by the extent to which various psychic processes referred to as cathexis (Winnicott 1971),
containment (Bion 1970), objectalization (Green 2005), symbolization, figurability (Botella and Botella 2005),
representation (Levine et al 2013), and other denominations of mental processing (Marty 1976, 1980) are
disrupted or prevented from developing. A brief clinical example is offered as illustration of these views.
After attending this presentation, participants will be able to:
1. Discuss the concept of trauma from the point of view of psychic representation.
2. Apply these views of trauma to the clinical situation.
PHYSICIANS: This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation requirements and policies of the AccreditationCouncil for Continuing
Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of the American Psychoanalytic Association and the Michigan Psychoanalytic Society. The American Psychoanalytic
Association is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
The American Psychoanalytic Association designates this Live Activity for a maximum of 2 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
IMPORTANT DISCLOSURE INFORMATION FOR ALL LEARNERS: None of the planners and presenters of this CME program have any relevant financial relationships to
disclose.
PSYCHOLOGISTS: The Michigan Psychoanalytic Society is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists. The
Michigan Psychoanalytic Society maintains responsibility for this program and its content.
SOCIAL WORKERS: The Michigan Psychoanalytic Society is an approved provider with the Michigan Social Work Continuing Education Collaborative.

The views of the speakers do not necessarily represent the views of the Michigan Psychoanalytic Society.
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